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The Transportation Library Connectivity Pooled Fund Study is a grassroots effort by librarians and information professionals in 19 state departments of transportation, two university transportation centers and a metropolitan transit authority.

Since 2005 members have been pooling their talents, energy and resources to develop better ways to serve practitioners in transportation agencies. A full-time consulting librarian provides technical assistance to member libraries and carries out a ten-point annual work plan aimed at improving information access throughout the transportation community.

During the first three years (2006-2008), the Transportation Library Connectivity Pooled Fund Study was instrumental in improving access to transportation information and building awareness of the importance of library services and Transportation Knowledge Networks. 



TPF‐5(105)

• 2005‐present

• Began with 11 founding members

• Grew to 22 members in 3 years
– 19 state DOTs, 2 UTCs, 1 MTA

– Wisconsin is Lead State

– Technical Advisory Committee directs work
• Librarians and Research Managers



2009 Membership
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We have 22 members and expect more growth in 2009 and 2010. The number of members and geographic coverage have made our network resemble a prototype national network and provides us the opportunity to explore the possibilities for deliverables and products that could work at the national level under the direction of the NTL.



Our Goals

• Support the formation and growth of regional Transportation Knowledge
Networks

• Support the development of centralized TKN direction and services through the National 
Transportation Library

• Participate in collaboration and cooperation among diverse elements of the transportation 
information community

• Share best practices among members and the wider transportation information community

• Provide professional development opportunities

• Conduct outreach to transportation officials, engineers, research managers and other 
stakeholders
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Our goals are very high level and we develop our workplan to reflect these goals.



Our Work

• Provide technical support and guidance

• Quarterly topic‐oriented teleconferences

• Outreach to Transportation stakeholders/policy makers

• Transportation Librarians’ Toolkit: workshops, 2nd ed.

• Annual meeting: 2009 Washington DC – SLA/TKN

• Web site: News, Calendar, Documents

• Support TKNs

• Collaborate with NTL, AASHTO RAC TKN Taskforce and others

• Manage OCLC subscriptions

• Special projects
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Examples of Accomplishments following the workplan
Increased cooperation among member libraries in the collection, cataloguing and sharing of transportation resources
Widening participation by state DOT libraries in the Online Computer Library Center and the Transportation Libraries Catalog. 
A growing awareness among state DOT managers of the value of transportation libraries and information services to safety, planning, design, construction, operations and maintenance functions as well as to research. 
Successful formation and development of additional regional Transportation Knowledge Networks which now cover the entire US. 
Increased awareness of and participation in the activities of the National Transportation Library, regional TKNs and NCHRP project 20-75 on implementing TKNs. 
Creation of the AASHTO Research Advisory Committee TKN Task Force which will provide a forum for ongoing dialogue between the transportation library/information community and state DOT research managers. 
Creation of the Transportation Librarian’s Toolkit, a vital education and training tool that will be of immediate value to transportation librarians and other information professionals and managers. 
Sponsorship of the National TKN Resource Sharing Project, the first national TKN project forming a National Resource Sharing Network of nearly 50 transportation libraries and information centers. 
Sponsorship of Webinars and workshops from Outsell, Inc. 




Thank You!

For more information on TPF‐5(105), please contact:

Maggie Sacco
CTC & Associates LLC 
Consulting Librarian 
Transportation Library Connectivity Pooled Fund Study
msacco@ctcandassociates.com
www.libraryconnectivity.org
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