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TRB Orientation



2

This presentation will cover 

 TRB and the National Academies
 TRB’s purpose and mission
 TRB’s funding sources 
 TRB’s structure 
 The other TRB Divisions
 Technical Activities Division’s mission
 Technical Activities Division’s staff
 Group, Section and Committee Structure
 Typical Committee Activities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please feel free to focus in on the topics you are most interested in.  Ask questions at any point.
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1863: Founding of the National 
Academy of Sciences

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Apocryphal: mythical, fictional, untrue, legendary, invented, made-up, dubious. Antonym: true



4

1863 1964 1970 

National 
Academy of 

Sciences 

National 
Academy of 
Engineering 

Institute of 
Medicine 

   

 

 

The National Academies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The National Academy of Sciences recognizes the nation’s most distinguished scientists.  A similar honorific organization was established for engineers in 1964, and one for health care professionals in 1970.  Together they form the National Academies, a private, non-profit organization that operates under the original Academy of Sciences charter. 
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The National Academies

 Private non-profit organization
 Chartered by Congress to advise 

government
 Independent, arms-length relationship to 

sponsors
 Governed by members of NAS, NAE, 

IOM
 Administered by National Research 

Council
 TRB one of six major divisions
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1920 – Advisory Board on 
Highway Research Established

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1920, America was confronting the challenge of rebuilding its road network to accommodate the explosive growth of automobiles and trucks.  We were going to get the farmers out of the mud.  Research was needed.  The Advisory Board on Highway Research was established at the Academies to help set priorities and avoid duplication.  Four years later, the Board was renamed the Highway Research Board.




7

1974 – Highway Research Board 
Becomes Transportation 
Research Board

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fifty years later a more significant name change occurred.  Recognizing the interdependence between the highway system and other modes, HRB became TRB. Its scope was broadened to include highway, rail, air, marine and urban public transportation activities.
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TRB Today

• Managing Research
• Delivering Policy

Analysis & Advice
• Providing Tools for

Researchers & 
Practitioners

• Bringing the 
Transportation
Community 
Together

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, TRB’s foundation is still the information exchange activities that date from our earliest days.  But we also manage research programs for others, provide advice to government, distribute research and technical information in a variety of formats, and provide a variety of tools for researchers and practitioners.  Let me briefly review each of these service areas.
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TRB Mission: Provide Leadership in 
Transportation Innovation and 
Progress through Research and 
Information Exchange

The mission of the Transportation Research Board is 
to provide leadership in transportation innovation 
and progress through research and information 
exchange, conducted within a setting that is 
objective, interdisciplinary, and multimodal.
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TRB’s Financial Support

Source
Annual 
Funding

State Departments of 
Transportation 

60%

FHWA 10%
Other Federal Agencies 10%
Other (includes publication, 
conferences, etc.) 

20%
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TRB Structure

Executive 
Committee

Technical 
Activities
Division
(Div A)

Studies and 
Special 

Programs
(Div B)

Adminstration
And Finance 

Division
(Div C)

Cooperative 
Research 
Programs
Division
(Div D)

Strategic 
Highway
Research 
Program 
(SHRP II)
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Studies and Special Programs Division 
(Division B)

 Policy Studies  
 Synthesis 
 Information services
 IDEA Programs 
 The Long Term Pavement 

Performance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Policy Studies  provide advice to government on transportation policies and management of transportation research programs and projects. 

Synthesis state-of-the-practice reports in highway, transit, airport, and commercial truck and bus operations 

Information services the Transportation Research Information Service (TRIS), Research in Progress (RiP), and Research Needs Statements (RNS).  Information services also includes the TRB Library, which holds a small specialized collection, offers reference services to sponsors, TRB committees, and staff; and participates in inter-library loans. 

IDEA Programs provide grants in response to investigator-initiated proposals of innovative but unproven concepts in highways, transit, high speed rail, and truck and rail safety. 

The Long Term Pavement Performance program review committee is a unique policy study that advises the Federal Highway Administration and the states on the conduct of the world's largest and most comprehensive experiment on pavement performance. 
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Cooperative Research Programs 
Division (Division D)

 National Cooperative Highway 
Research Program (NCHRP)

 Transit Cooperative Research Program 
(TCRP)

 Commercial Truck and Bus Safety 
Synthesis Program (CTBSSP)

 Airport Cooperative Research Program 
(ACRP)

 National Cooperative Freight Research 
Program (NCFRP)

 Hazardous Materials Cooperative 
Research Program (HMCRP)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TRB currently manages these five cooperative research programs.
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Cooperative Research Programs 
Division (Division D) Background

Cooperative 
Program 

Established

NCHRP 1962 FHWA, AASHTO, 
TRB

TCRP 1992 FTA, APTA, TRB

CTBSSP 2001 FMCSA, TRB

ACRP 2004 USDOT(FAA), 
TRB

NCFRP 2006 PHMSA, TRB

HMCRP 2006 RITA, TRB

Presenter
Presentation Notes
APTA – American Public Transit Association
FMCSA – Federal Motor Carriers Safety Association
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA)
Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA)
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Cooperative Research Programs 
Division (Division D) Funding

Cooperative Program $ 
Millions

NCHRP 35

TCRP 9

CTBSSP 0.3

ACRP 10

NCFRP 2.6

HMCRP 0.9
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Strategic Highway Research Program 
(SHRP-II)

 New TRB Division 
 $51.25M/yr. ($36M for FY’06) for 4 years
 Major issue: re-prioritize research 

program to match reduced funding 
level

 Initial RFPs posted September 11, 2006
 TRB.org/SHRP2
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Strategic Highway Research Program 
(SHRP-II)

 Renewal: Accelerating the Renewal of America's 
Highways

 Safety: Making a Significant Improvement in 
Highway Safety

 Reliability: Providing a Highway System with 
Reliable Travel Times

 Capacity: Providing Highway Capacity in Support of 
the Nation's Economic, Environmental, and Social 
Goals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And during 2006, we initiated a major new program mandated by Congress – SHRP II.
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Technical Activities Division 

The TRB Technical Activities 
Division provides a forum for 
transportation professionals to 
identify research needs and to 
share information on research 
and issues of interest. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Division’s activities include the TRB Annual Meeting, conferences and workshops, publications, visits to each state, and responses to inquiries. �
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How do we accomplish this mission?

The Division's staff of specialists in each 
mode and discipline work with a network 
of volunteers.  

 Members and friends of over 200 standing 
committees,

 Lead by the Technical Activities Council, 
 TRB representatives in each state, over 

150 universities, and 35 transit agencies 
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Technical Activities Division Staff
Mark R. Norman - Director, Technical Activities 
Kimberly Fisher – Associate Division Director
Thomas Palmerlee – Associate  Division Director

Staff Specialties
 Joedy Cambridge - Marine and Intermodal Specialist
 Richard A. Cunard - Engineer of Traffic and Operations
 Kimberly Fisher - Transportation Planner
 Christine Gerencher - Aviation Specialist/Environmental Specialist
 Frederick D. Hejl - Engineer of Materials and Construction
 “Jay” Jayaprakash - Engineer of Soil, Geology, and Foundation
 Elaine King - Rail and Freight Specialist
 Frank Lisle - Engineer of Maintenance
 Stephen Maher - Engineer of Design
 Martine Micozzi - Transportation Admin. and Policy Specialist/International 

Activities Coordinator
 Richard F. Pain - Transportation Safety Coordinator
 Thomas Palmerlee - Transportation Data Specialist 
 Peter L. Shaw - Public Transportation Specialist
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How Technical Activities Division 
Committees are Unique

The committees within the Technical 
Activities Division are the basis for 
communities.  Friendship and connections 
are formed that often last for an entire 
professional career.  The people you meet 
while working with a committee are a 
resource to rely on as you navigate your 
professional career and the challenges 
that it brings. 
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Standing Committees Span Modes and 
Disciplines

Modes
 Highways
 Public Transportation
 Freight Systems
 Rail
 Air
 Marine
 Non-Motorized

Disciplines
 Policy and 

Organization
 Planning & 

Environment
 Design & Construction
 Operations & 

Maintenance
 Safety & Systems 

Users
 Legal Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No matter what your interest area, TRB has a number of committees that should meet your needs. TRB standing committees are assembled into Groups and Sections covering all modes…and transportation disciplines that cut across these modes.
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 Identify research needs
 Encourage needed research
 Sponsor sessions, conferences, and 

meetings
 Generate papers and reports
 Disseminate information

Typical Standing Committee Activities
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What you can do as a Committee 
Member

 Web master
 Research subcommittee chair
 Chair a sub-committee (research, 

conference planning, or a technical topic)
 Paper Review Coordinator
 Annual meeting chair
 Liaison chair
 Make a presentation or preside at a 

session of the annual meeting or a 
specialty conference 
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 To learn 
 Keep yourself and your organization

up-to-date on latest research and issues
 Get to know leaders in profession
 Leaders in profession get to know you!
 Become part of a community

Why Get Involved in a TRB Committee
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Limits to Committee Activities

It is important to keep in mind that 
TRB standing committees and their 
members are not authorized to 
speak on behalf of TRB or to 
provide advice to government 
agencies or other organizations. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Members must therefore exercise caution to avoid creating the impression that the committee or any of its members represents TRB or can commit TRB to a course of action.
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Publications

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of course, none of these tools will ever replace printed publications and reports.
Early on TRB published the proceedings of the Annual Meeting and soon added a series of highway research abstracts.
Today, TRB publishes an extensive portfolio of transportation reports, including the bimonthly magazine, TR News.
The most widely used of these is the Highway Capacity Manual
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How to find Publications

 By type of publication
 By topic
 A search of the items that have 

appeared in the e-newsletters
 Full search of the webpage
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Searching By Topic
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Full Search
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TRR Journal Online

 New electronic access to the full text of 
the Transportation Research Records 
since 1996.

 Anyone is eligible to use this resource to 
review the abstracts of any paper in the 
database. Access to the full text of papers 
is only available to subscribers or 
employees of an organizational TRB 
sponsor.

 Web address -
http://trb.metapress.com/home/main.mpx
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 Weekly to 25,000 Subscribers
 3,600+ International from 97+ Countries
 Searchable
 TRB News
 New TRB Publications
 Upcoming TRB Meetings & 

Conferences
 Federal, University, & International 

Research News
 In the Know
 Web address - http://trb.org/news

TRB e-Newsletter

Presenter
Presentation Notes
More than 25,000 transportation professionals now take advantage of this TRB service, including more than 3,600 from more than 97 countries outside the U.S.

This slide shows some if the items that appear in each issue.
If you wish to subscribe, just provide your card to any TRB staff member
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Transportation News

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you wish, you can be kept up to date on a weekly basis by subscribing to the TRB e-newsletter. And it’s free!
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Meetings and Conferences

 Future Conferences
 Past Conferences
 Material from Past Conferences
 E-Sessions
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Meetings and Conferences
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E-sessions
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A Year in the Life of a TRB Committee

 January (early to mid) – TRB Annual 
Meeting in Washington DC

 Early spring – Committee rotation 
completed (every 3 years)

 Mid Spring – Call For Papers for next 
year’s Annual Meeting

 Late Spring – emeritus member 
nomination

 Early Summer – begin planning sessions 
for next year’s Annual meeting
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