
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) has made 
signifi cant progress in reducing collisions and increasing capacity along its highway 
corridors.  Deployment of access management techniques, such as restricted crossing 
U-turn (RCUT) intersections, has reduced traffi  c congestion and injuries/damage 
associated with left-turn crashes.

The RCUT concept functions by preventing left turns or crossing traffi  c from minor roads 
at intersections with higher-speed roadways.  However, businesses located near these 
intersections have expressed concern  that the change in direct access to their  properties 
has created a negative economic impact upon them.  

There are several RCUT intersections that have been implemented in Louisiana. These 
intersections are the basis for this investigation.  

This study will analyze before-and-after sales tax data to assess the economic impact of 
Louisiana’s RCUT intersections on nearby businesses.  A secondary goal is to assess the 
perception of business owners and residents near these intersections. 

A thorough literature review will help identify common economic issues related to access 
management on divided highways.  Findings from prior research will be summarized.  
The primary focus will be on how other states have dealt with business concerns.
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Figure 1
RCUT intersection - confl ict points
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For more information about LTRC’s research program, please visit our Web site at www.ltrc.lsu.edu.

Sales tax data for the businesses near selected RCUT intersections will be analyzed for a seven-year time span, 
including three years before construction and three years after construction.  Also, sales tax data for the districts in 
which these intersections were constructed will be analyzed to compare and assess any trends and/or cycles.

A survey questionnaire will be developed to assess the perception of business owners and residents near the RCUT 
intersections.  Responses will provide insight regarding perceived impacts on safety, ease of use, and changes in 
driving behavior related to business access.

This research project will help clarify the impact of Louisiana’s RCUT intersections on traffi  c safety and the economic 
priorities of nearby businesses.
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Figure 2 
RCUT - superstreets


