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Bridges in Louisiana

12,741 Total Number of Bridges in Louisiana
• 7,922 On-System

– Includes 99 Movable Bridges
• 4,819 Off-System

– Includes 40 Movable Bridges
–786 of the total OSB are eligible for 

replacement (~16%)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of the 786 Off-System Bridges eligible for replacement, approximately 100 have been programmed and are scheduled for replacement.
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Allen Parish
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Beauregard Parish
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Avoyelles Parish

Grant Parish

Winn Parish

Vernon Parish

Natchitoches Parish

Rapides Parish
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Catahoula Parish

Franklin Parish

LaSalle Parish

Tensas Parish

Caldwell Parish

Concordia Parish

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tensas Parish has replaced all their eligible bridges.
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East Baton Rouge Parish

East Feliciana Parish
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Saint James Parish
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Assumption Parish

Pointe Coupee Parish

West Baton Rouge Parish
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Saint Helena Parish

Saint John the Baptist Parish

Tangipahoa  Parish

Washington Parish

Livingston Parish

Saint Tammany Parish



Off-System Bridge Program

 23 CFR 650.405 –Eligible Projects
– Deficient highway bridges on all public roads are eligible for replacement or 

rehabilitation
– Under the Highway Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation Program (HBRRP) 

1. Replacement – Total replacement of a structurally deficient or functionally 
obsolete bridge with a new structure constructed in the same general traffic 
corridor.

– Spot replacement
– Replacement structure must meet current geometric, construction, and 

structural standards
– Sufficiency Rating <50 and either structurally deficient or functionally 

obsolete
2. Rehabilitation – The project requirements necessary to perform the major work 

required to restore the structural integrity of a bridge as well as work necessary 
to correct major safety defects.

– Sufficiency Rating of <80 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. The bridges meet the normal current eligibility requirements for HBRRP funding. (They must be both deficient and have a sufficiency rating of 80 or less to be eligible for rehabilitation or a sufficiency rating of less than 50 to be eligible for replacement).
2. They must be noncontroversial.
3. Projects must be carried out in accordance with standards which are certified by the State and accepted by the FHWA as meeting all standards applicable to other bridge projects funded under 23 U.S.C. 144.
4. The resulting improved bridges must not be deficient.
5. Construction costs are the only expenditures eligible for credit.
6. Only a minimal amount of approach work is to be applied as a credit.
7. Credits for future matching of HBRRP will not be made for these bridge projects until the project is complete, inventoried, inspected and the resulting data entered into the State's bridge inventory file.


While an OSB may be eligible for rehabilitation, there are very few rehab projects. Timber bridges do not qualify for rehabilitation, as per DOTD BDTM.73, Policy for Timber Bridges. Another reason is that the costs are often open ended. Anyone who has done even some minor home renovations know how quickly the project can snowball. The OSB Program has a relatively small budget of about $12M a year, we need to carefully budget, so as to get the most out of taxpayer’s dollars. 



Off-System Bridge Program

Purpose
To replace or rehabilitate structurally deficient or 
functionally obsolete parish structures in a cost 
efficient manner. To provide design, detailed 
plans, and construction for replacement projects 
with emphasis on meeting the minimum design 
guidelines set by the Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development (DOTD) and 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).



Off-System Bridge Program

 Participation
Parishes may participate in the Off-System Bridge
Program only if they qualify for participation.

Qualification for Participation
I. Cooperative Endeavor Agreement
II. Compliance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Participation – 63 of the 64 Parishes participate in the program.



Off-System Bridge Program

Qualification for Participation

I. Cooperative Endeavor Agreement 
• An intergovernmental agreement between

the DOTD, Parish, and FHWA
• Duration of agreement is 10 years 
• Establishes responsibilities for each 

participant



 Parish
• Resolution requesting projects
• Right-of-Way/Servitude 

acquisition
• Permits
• Utility relocation
• Railroad Coordination
• Environmental Clearances
• Permanent Traffic Control 

Devices
• Maintenance and Inspection
• Choose viable structures for 

replacement

Off-System Bridge Program
Cooperative Endeavor Agreement Responsibilities

DOTD 
• Funding, as per H.B. 1
• Environmental Review 
• Project Design
• Geotechnical and Hydraulic 

Review
• Construction Proposals
• Construction Estimate
• Award of Construction Contract
• Construction Inspection
• Record Retention
• Scheduled Inspections

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Funding for the OSB program is an 80-20 split, where 80% is Federal and 20% State. The State funding is designated by the Louisiana State Legislature in H.B.1 as $3M per year from the Parish Transportation Fund to be administered by the DOTD. 



Off-System Bridge Program

Programming Projects
• Two year program cycle
• DOTD provides participating Parishes with 

 The amount of funding available 
 A list of eligible structures and their estimated replacement 

costs 
• The Parish lists the structures in order of priority and 

within range of their available funds
• DOTD District Bridge Maintenance Engineer reviews and  

approves the structures on the list

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The average yearly budget is about $12M. The average price per structure has been increasing since the implementation of the 2016 Spec book. Bridges on low ADT, narrow, rural local roads with a 24’ clear roadway used to cost approximately $500,000, now the same bridge may cost about $750,000. 

Bridges in close proximity are usually combined into one project. Combining 2 or 3 structures into one project results in better prices. As per the previous slide, there are 786 structures that are eligible for replacement and on an average year we let about 15 projects or about 24 structures.




Right-of-Way/Servitude Acquisition  
 Environmental Clearance
 Sketches Provided by design consultant
 Parish is required to define the property boundaries
 Parish to acquire ROW/Servitude
 Use the correct procedure

– “LPA Right of Way Manual” can be found at this link…
http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Engineering/Real
_Estate/Pages/Manuals.aspx
– Contact the DOTD Regional Right of Way Agent
http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Engineering/Real
_Estate/Pages/default.aspx

Off-System Bridge Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parish is not to enter into any agreements until after the NEPA process is complete.
A letter and email will be sent to Parish from OSB Program Manager stating that the project has been cleared and they can begin acquiring the required ROW or servitude.

Sketches will be provided to the Parish by the design consultant, but they are to be used for informational purposes only. The Parish is required to define the property boundaries for each owner and is responsible for plats.

Parish is to acquire the required ROW or Servitudes prior to letting. ROW acquisition, or the lack thereof, is the main reason for delayed lettings. If you want the projects to proceed, get the ROW.

http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Engineering/Real_Estate/Pages/Manuals.aspx
http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Engineering/Real_Estate/Pages/default.aspx


Parish is responsible for providing

– Environmental Permits - CUP, Levee, WQC, and SSP
– Railroad permits and insurance
– Utility Relocation
– 5-year Crash History
– Design Exception/Waiver Resolutions
– Detours
– Permanent Pavement Markings 

Off-System Bridge Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If applicable, Parish is responsible for obtaining the Coastal Use Permit, Coast Guard, Levee, Water Quality Certifications, and Scenic Stream Permit. The DOTD will assist in obtaining the COE permit and the Coast Guard Navigational Permit.
FAA permit

Railroad Insurance and flagging are to be paid by the Parish, DOTD will determine what is required and assist the Parish with the process.




Off-System Bridge Program

Qualification for Participation

II. Compliance
The Parish must complete the “Annual 
Certification” confirming all maintenance 
requirements are met. 

The DOTD Bridge Maintenance Engineer 
reviews the certification and determines that all 
maintenance requirements have been met and the
Parish is in compliance.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Even if a Parish does not participate in the OSB program, they must be in compliance. If a Parish is found to be in Non-Compliance, they are not eligible for FHWA funds.

Last April we had a Road Show, where we went to every DOTD District and spent the day meeting with each Parish. To reinforce the point of how important it is to be in compliance… 



LA DOTD OFF SYSTEM BRIDGE GUIDELINES 
AND COMPLIANCE REVIEW PROCESS

On the LTRC website

http://www.ltrc.lsu.edu/ltap/pdf/off_system_bridge_policy.pdf

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please review the DOTD OSB Guidelines and Compliance Review Process from the LTRC website. It can be found at this link.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
From the LADOTD OSB Guidelines and Compliance Review Process



 Compliance Levels
1. Compliance – All conditions met.
2. Substantial Compliance – Most conditions met. Improvements should be made 

within the next compliance review year or risk being dropped to Conditional 
Compliance.

3. Conditional Compliance – Improvement must be made within the next review 
year or non-compliance will be enforced. A plan of corrective action must be 
submitted to address the issues resulting in Conditional Compliance.

4. Non-Compliance – Critical conditions not addressed or public safety has been 
impacted by failure to comply. Owner has not improved from Conditional 
Compliance from the previous review cycle.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last April during our Road Show, we traveled to each DOTD District Headquarters and met with each Parish. This article had just been published. Mississippi DOT was ordered to close 102 county and city bridges within a 24-hour period. When I was looking for a copy of that article for this presentation, this was the next article listed in Google…



Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are now over 500 closed bridges. 
















Billeaux Road Bridge / Bayou Carencro
St Landry Parish



Billeaux Road Bridge / Bayou Carencro
St Landry Parish



Billeaux Road Bridge / Bayou Carencro
St Landry Parish



Billeaux Road Bridge / Bayou Carencro
St Landry Parish



Billeaux Road Bridge / Bayou Carencro
St Landry Parish



Billeaux Road Bridge / Bayou Carencro
St Landry Parish



Wisner Boulevard
Orleans Parish

H.010941 Ratcliff Rd. Bridge 
Over Duck Creek, Catahoula Parish



H.010941 Ratcliff Rd. Bridge 
Over Duck Creek, Catahoula Parish



H.010941 Ratcliff Rd. Bridge 
Over Duck Creek, Catahoula Parish



H.010941 Ratcliff Rd. Bridge 
Over Duck Creek, Catahoula Parish



H.010941 Ratcliff Rd. Bridge 
Over Ferry Bayou, Catahoula Parish



H.011788 Oak St. Bridge 
Over Poydras Bayou,
West Baton Rouge Parish



Wisner Boulevard Bridge – Orleans Parish



Wisner Boulevard
Orleans Parish



Wisner Boulevard
Orleans Parish



Wisner Boulevard
Orleans Parish



Perkins Road Overpass 
(Rehab) 713-17-0045



Perkins Road Overpass 
(Rehab) 713-17-0045



H.006318 St. Ann Movable Bridge
Terrebonne Parish



H.006318 St. Ann Movable Bridge
Terrebonne Parish



H.010036 Fuselier Road Bridge
Evangeline Parish



H.010036 Fuselier Road Bridge
Evangeline Parish



Bayou Mercier Road / Berard Canal Bayou
H.010559 in St. Martin Parish



Bayou Mercier Road / Berard Canal Bayou
H.010559 in St. Martin Parish



Bayou Mercier Road / Berard Canal Bayou
H.010559 in St. Martin Parish



Thompson Creek Bridge 713-19- 0107
East Feliciana Parish



Thompson Creek Bridge 713-19- 0107
East Feliciana Parish



Thompson Creek Bridge 713-19- 0107
East Feliciana Parish



Good Hope Road Bridge
Natchitoches Parish



Good Hope Road Bridge
Natchitoches Parish



Good Hope Road Bridge
Natchitoches Parish



Good Hope Road Bridge
Natchitoches Parish



Good Hope Road Bridge
Natchitoches Parish



Good Hope Road Bridges
Natchitoches Parish



Good Hope Road Bridge
Natchitoches Parish
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