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4,801 Total Off-System Bridges
–755 Qualify for Replacement

• ~16% of all OSB qualify for replacement 
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Off-System Bridges in Louisiana



Two year programming cycle
Plus side of balance sheet

• Allocation = (sq. ft. area of OSB in need of replacement per 
Parish/of total replacement area of OSB for the State)% x total 
$ for the 2-yr. program + previous unspent allocation.

Minus side of the balance sheet
• A ledger is kept for each Parish all construction costs are 

recorded. Those costs + the estimated cost of programmed 
projects.

“Banking” funds.
Projects may remain in program

• up to 10 years
• until constructed
• or until the Parish requests they be cancelled
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Off-System Bridge Program



 Parish
• Resolution requesting projects
• Right-of-Way/Servitude 

acquisition
• Permits
• Utility relocation
• Railroad Coordination
• Environmental Clearances
• Permanent Traffic Control 

Devices
• Maintenance and Inspection
• Choose viable structures for 

replacement

Cooperative Endeavor Agreement Responsibilities

DOTD 
• Funding, as per H.B. 1
• Environmental Review 
• Project Design
• Geotechnical and Hydraulic 

Review
• Construction Proposals
• Construction Estimate
• Award of Construction Contract
• Construction Inspection
• Record Retention
• Scheduled Inspections

Off-System Bridge Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Funding for the OSB program is an 80-20 split, where 80% is Federal and 20% State. The State funding is designated by the Louisiana State Legislature in H.B.1 as $3M per year from the Parish Transportation Fund to be administered by the DOTD. 



Programming
When choosing structures to be replaced, 

please consider the following

 Right-of-Way
 Utilities
 Permits
 Priority
 ADT
 Detours
 Bridge Closed
 Seasonal Restrictions

It may take several years before a project will let. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
ROW, Utilities, Permits will be discussed in more detail.Priority -  It will take several years before these projects will let, will this bridge remain a priority? We have projects that were cancelled because the Parish no longer considered them a priority.ADT – Most OSB are on low volume roads. Is there enough traffic on this road?Bridge Closed – People get used to living in a cul-de-sac and do not want through traffic speeding by their house.Seasonal Restrictions – determine when the project can be let



 Project is selected by Parish and approved by DOTD 
Bridge Maintenance Engineer.

Design Consultant is selected through DOTD CCS.
Consultant completes topo survey, hydraulic report, 

preliminary plans, and environmental assessment.
 Plan-in-Hand Meeting is held with Parish, DOTD 

Project Engineer, Consultant, and other 
stakeholders.

 Project is submitted to DOTD Environmental Section 
for clearance.

Project Development

7



 Project is cleared by Environmental Section
• Parish can then obtain right-of-way, apply for required 

permits, and relocate utilities
• Consultant begins final plans

 Project Letting/Award
• Pre-Construction Conference, Project Engineer should 

invite Parish and Utilities

Project Development
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Environmental Permits
The Environmental Process may take up to a year. Once the 
project has been cleared, the Parish will receive a copy of 
the NEPA document. 

 The document includes a checklist with all permits that will be required 
for the project.  Examples include:

• Coastal Use Permit (CUP)
• USCG Bridge Permit
• USCG Navigation Lights
• LA Scenic Stream
• DEQ Water Quality Certification  
• LPDES Storm water
• Levee    

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USACE PermitsCoastal Use Permit – regulated by LA DNR.  USCG Bridge Permit for all bridges constructed over navigable waterway; lighting may be except by the District CommanderLA Scenic Stream – regulated by Wildlife and Fisheries.  LPDES – Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (LPDES), also from DEQ
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 The Environmental Section will send a letter to the Army Corps of Engineers to 
obtain the Nationwide Permit.

Environmental Permits

 The Parish is required to
send the Completion Notice
to the Army Corps of Engineers
after the bridge is built or if the
project is cancelled.  
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Environmental Permits

 If the project is in the Louisiana Coastal Zone, apply for the 
Coast Use Permit (CUP) as soon as possible.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If the project is located in the coastal zone, a determination must be provided.  Self-Determination tool on DNR’s website is not sufficient.  



Right-of-Way
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 Environmental Clearance – once the project has been 
cleared, we will send the following letter
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Right-of-Way
 The design consultant will provide the 

ROW sketch and ROW/Servitude 
Agreement. 

 The Parish is to produce the official 
plat to be recorded.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ROW Sketch is not to be used as an official document!
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Right-of-Way

 Parish to acquire ROW and Servitude
 Review these documents 

http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Engineering/Re
al_Estate/Pages/Manuals.aspx

http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Engineering/Real_Estate/Pages/Manuals.aspx
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 Contact the DOTD Regional Right of Way Agent
http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Engineering/Re
al_Estate/Pages/default.aspx

Right-of-Way

http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Engineering/Real_Estate/Pages/default.aspx
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Railroad Permits

As per the Intergovernmental Agreement, “The Parish shall be 
obligated to obtain from affected utility companies or railroads, all 
agreements and designs of any required systems or relocations. 
These costs are not eligible for federal or state reimbursement.”

 DOTD Railroad Section will review all plans to determine if a railroad permit or 
insurance is needed

 OSB Program Manager will notify Parish if the railroad requires a flagman, 
permit, insurance, etc.  

 Project cannot be let until Parish is cleared by DOTD Railroad Section
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Utilities















24

Utilities

 Prior to letting the 
project the Parish must 
complete the Utility 
Assurance letter, as per
the Intergovernmental  
Agreement.



Power Lines

OSHA 1926 Subpart CC – Cranes and 
Derricks in Construction
– 1926.1407 Power line safety (up to 350 kV) 

Assembly and Disassembly
– 1926.1408 Power line safety (up to 350 kV) 

Equipment Operations
– 1926.1409 Power line safety (over 350 kv)
– 1926.1410 Power line safety (all voltages) 

Equipment operations closer than Table A Zone
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OSHA 1926.1408
Power line safety (up to 350 kV) Equipment Operations

Work zone is defined as the area 360 degrees 
around the equipment, up to the equipment’s 
maximum working radius

 If any part of the equipment, load line or load 
(including rigging and lifting accessories), if 
operated up to the equipment’s maximum working 
radius in the work zone, could get closer than 20 
feet to a power line, then employer must follow 
requirements in 1926.1408
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OSHA 1926.1408 Cont’d
1. Deenergize and ground
2. 20 foot clearance.  Ensure that no part of 

the equipment, load line, or load gets closer 
than 20 feet to the power line by 
implementing the measures specified in 
paragraph (b) of this section
3. Table A clearance
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Paragraph B:  Conduct a planning meeting with operator and workers to review location of the power line and steps that will be implemented to prevent encroachment/electrocution; tag lines must be non-conductive; erect and maintain warning line or barricade 20 feet from the power line or at minimum approach distance from Table A; use proximity alarm on crane to warn operator; use dedicated spotter who is in continuous contact with the operator



OSHA 1926.1408 Cont’d
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Detours

When programming structures, consider if detours are 
required.

 Is the bridge the only way residents can get to their house?
What is the length of the detour?
 If the existing bridge is removed and replaced, what about

• Ambulances 
• Fire trucks 
• Mail trucks
• Garbage trucks
• School buses 
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Detours

The Parish will be required to provide the detour
Low-profile runaround may be included in plans if it is part of 

construction project and the bid item is included in plans. 
• Parish is to acquire a servitude 
• Environmental Section to review
• For local traffic only
• Possible seasonal restrictions – no school buses, 

agricultural transport
• At PIH determine who will install, maintain, and remove 

the low-profile runaround. 



Parish shall provide 5-year crash history
• The Parish is to obtain the 5-year crash history 

of the site from local law enforcement
• Can be sent to the Program Manager via email
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Additional Requirements



Additional Requirements

Parish Resolutions are required for all 
Design Exceptions/Waivers

• OSB PM will send the Parish the DOTD 
approved Design Exception or Waiver to be 
approved by resolution  
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Questions?
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