
PROBLEM
In 1989, Louisiana embarked on a program called TIMED (Transportation Infrastruc-
ture Model for Development), consisting of 16 transportation infrastructure im-
provement projects that were intended to produce economic development benefits 
for the state of Louisiana.  

It is desirable to determine a way in which the economic development benefits of 
these projects can be estimated, and to be able to use the same criteria to estimate 
the benefits of future projects.

OBJECTIVE
The primary objective of this research is to identify measures that could be used 
to estimate the economic development impact of transportation improvement 
projects in Louisiana.  Application of these measures to the 14 currently-complete 
TIMED projects will establish a baseline so that the measures can then be used to 
assess the economic development potential of future transportation projects.

METHODOLOGY
Initially, the research team will review literature on the economic development 
impacts of transportation investments, and look particularly at simulation models 
that are sufficiently sensitive to transportation improvements, while examining the 
availability of appropriate measures for Louisiana.
 
Direct economic development measures may include property tax receipts and 
employment levels.  Ideally, such measures will be available historically for at least 
35 years.  The research team will also examine the potential of using surrogate vari-
ables in a more simplistic model for assessing economic development impacts.

Chosen models will be run for two or three TIMED projects, using historic before-
project and after-project input data to test each model’s ability to detect economic 
development differences. Different measures will also be tested in the models to 
compare availability and adequacy of input data.

Based on the findings, one model will be applied to the entire set of completed 
TIMED projects with selected measures as input.  Economic development will be 
estimated for the complete TIMED program and compared with economic develop-
ment in areas not directly served by a TIMED project.
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IMPLEMENTATION POTENTIAL
There is widespread recognition that transportation investment impacts economic development and that estimation 
of these impacts is needed.  Results from this research may be used for assessing future major projects in Louisiana.

For more information about LTRC’s research program, please visit our  website at www.ltrc.lsu.edu.

Figure 1
TIMED projects in Louisiana 




