
FINDING RESEARCH 
FUNDING

Competitive Programs

Act Three



Research Funding: Competitive Programs

What is it?
 Describes funding programs that
 Accept research problem statements and/or

 Accept research proposals

Where is it?
 http://www.trb.org/ResearchFunding/ResearchFunding.aspx

OR

 tinyurl.com/transportationresearchfunding



Where is it?

TRB.org



Why Use It?

Because, in order to secure funding, you need to know:

Who can submit research needs

 If there are focus areas and, if so, what

 If champions/sponsors are required and, if so, who

Who prioritizes the research needs (generally)

Who makes the funding decisions (generally)

 The process



What’s in it?



What else is in it?



What information does it provide?

Summary
General description
Type of research funded
Funding range
Timeframe
Project solicitation and submission
Selection process
Contact information



Program by Research Need Characteristics

Chapter 1 – Introduction
Chapter 2
 Geographic relevance
 Mode/Topic
 Funding level
 Partnering/cost‐sharing requirements

 Chapter 3
 Mode/Topic
 Funding Range
 Type of projects research needs



How to find research needs and projects

Chapter 4
 Research needs
 Ongoing research
 Completed research research needs



Why is it important to know 
about research needs?

 Improve coordination and collaboration

Reduce duplication of efforts

 Increase funding chances
 Wider applicability

 Helps researchers to identify projects



How can you identify research needs?

 Transportation Research Needs Meta Search Tool
 tinyurl.com/transportationresearchneeds

 TRB Research Needs Statements (RNS) Database (rns.trb.org)

 AASHTO Transportation & Environment Research Ideas 
(TERI) Database 
(http://environment.transportation.org/teri_database/)

 Unfunded pooled-fund projects 
(http://www.pooledfund.org/)

 NCHRP unfunded problem statements (2010-2013)

 MnDOT unfunded research needs



Why is it important to know about 
ongoing and completed research?

 Monitor research in progress
 Review/synthesize/implement/share research 

results
 facilitate coordination and collaboration
 Identify potential partners
 Reduce duplication of efforts
 Identify related work upon which to build
 Identify experts and peer reviewers
 Improve funding opportunities



How can you learn about 
ongoing and completed research?

 TRB Research in Progress (RiP) Database (rip.trb.org)

 TRB Transportation Research International 
Documentation (TRID) Database (trid.trb.org)

 USDOT Research Hub 
(http://ntlsearch.bts.gov/researchhub/index.do)

 National Transportation Library (NTL) Integrated 
Search (http://ntl.bts.gov)



 Transport Research & Innovation (TRIP) Portal 
(http://www.transport-research.info/)

 HERMES (http://www.hermes-project.net/)

 Transportation Libraries and Information Centers 
(https://www.transportationresearch.gov/ntl/ntkn/librarydirectory2/forms/
default.aspx)

 National Technical Information Service (NTIS) 
(http://www.ntis.gov)

 WorldCat (http://www.worldcat.org/)

How can you learn about 
ongoing and completed research?



How to write an effective research statement



Maintaining this resource

 Kim Fisher, TRB:  kfisher@nas.edu
 Sue Sillick, MDOT:  ssillick@mt.govContacts



To  Contact the Orators
Act I 

Leni Oman, Washington State DOT
omanl@wsdot.wa.gov

Act II  

Amy Schutzbach, Illinois DOT  
Skip  Paul, Louisiana DOT and Public  Facilities

Act III  

Sue Sillick, Montana DOT


